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rights of property, in the great but difficult position which he
held. It may be said of him that Protestant Ireland had little
reason to complain of his acts, and that Catholic Emancipation
was made, for the first time, a reality by him in Irish affairs ;
this* was certainly one of the best episodes in his career. In
this policy he was loyally upheld by Lord Mulgrave, the Lord
Lieutenant, and by the Chief Secretary, Lord Morpeth ; and he
had the assistance of Catholic law officers of great powers,
who did much to make Irish administration equal and just,
without regard to distinctions of race and faith.
The Under-Secretary Drummond, too, played a conspicuous
part at the Castle, in these years, though his influence on events,
great as it certainly was, has been somewhat unduly magnified,
and its effects have not been in all respects beneficent.
Drummond was a Scotchman of fine parts and of an iron will,
in his views rather a hard doctrinaire, -but able and gifted with
the faculty of command. His conception of the true policy
for Ireland was, to make the supremacy of a just administra-
tion universally felt; to hold the balance even between
contending factions and sects; to do right to Protestant and
Catholic alike; and, in order to further these great objects, to
extend and strengthen the power of the central government.
Much that he accomplished deserves high praise, if his conduct
was not always right or judicious, His authority was soon felt
by the men in power; and in conjunction with them he
laboured, with success, to give Catholic Emancipation real
effect, to make the Irish Catholic feel that the State was his
friend, to keep Protestant ascendency, and its excesses, under.
He struck a blow at Orangeism, its adherents, and its evil
works, which may be said to have been almost fatal; the
organisation and influence of that bad system, of lawless as-
sociation, have never since been so strong. Yet Drummond,
unquestionably, was too disposed to identify the great body of
the Irish landed gentry with Protestant ascendency in a